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argument

Schematically speaking, one could say that the eighties attained a main point of
representation in the form of generalized simulacrum, virtualization of the world,
simulation and dissimulation of things, objects and goods of the real. The world was far
beyond the mirror of the media, both in the sense "circulation of spectacular signs" as in
the spectacularization of exchanges.

In the beginning of the nineties, new propositions occurred which broke the representation
circle in order to allow (in the worst sense of the term) the irruption of the real into the
field of art, in other words : into the place where art takes place. These propositions
widely transgress the established categories and lead up, not to an equivalent or a
metaphor of the violence of the world, but to the real forms of this violence, be it of social,
moral, political, economical or symbolical art.

This does not signify a return to reality, it simply underlines one of its new aspects, freed
from mediation and aesthetic hindrances.

Questions of evil, death pulsion, destruction of reason and sensibility are thus completely
renewed and one has to deal with situations resulting from offensive interventions which
are as many unbearable answers to the unbearable hardheartedness of the human being.
As if reality of alienation and alienation of reality were nothing but two sides of a new kind
of ready made that art would forge into arms.
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